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Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) Initiative

Recent developments in the Indo-Pacific region highlight the launch of the Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain
Awareness (IPMDA) Initiative by the Quad grouping.
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About Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) Initiative:

e The Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) is a strategic initiative by the Quad
countries (India, Australia, Japan, and the U.S.) to enhance maritime security.

e |t aims to provide a comprehensive system for monitoring maritime activities, ensuring the
safety of sea lines, and fostering regional cooperation.

Objectives of IPMDA:

e To establish a real-time maritime picture across key regions: Pacific Islands, Southeast Asia,
and the Indian Ocean Region.

e To track maritime activities, including "dark shipping," which refers to vessels that do not transmit

their location or appear in tracking systems.
Impact on Regional Security:
e Enhances the collective ability to respond to maritime threats, piracy, and natural disasters.
e Improves management of marine resources and environmental protection through shared
maritime domain awareness.
Operational Aspects:
e The initiative will integrate monitoring systems and share critical information among Quad

nations.
e |t involves setting up mechanisms for better intelligence sharing and response coordination.
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